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Candidate   Edward Altman 

 DBN:  
  

22K222 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 

 

In my current position with Merrick Pharmacy I organize community outreach programs to educate 

client on different wellness topics. 

 

Candidate   Roger Bacchus 

 DBN:  
  

22K109 

22K109 

IEP:  No 

No 

ELL No 

No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

N/A 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 

 

Candidate   Shawn Barnes 

 DBN:  
  

22K240 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

PTA -Secretary PS 244 -Richard Green work with school staff on different projects for the school 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I'm father of a middle school student, as a father my goal is to be involved in every aspect of my child 

life i think its important that as parents we should support our kids. By doing this they will be able to 

some many lessons that would help them to be successful in life. My experience from being on the 

PTA committee at the school my daughter attended before entering middle school helped me see the 

need for parent involvement with their kids is vital for their future. 
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Candidate   Teba Besada 

 DBN:  
  

22K207 

22K207 

IEP:  No 

No 

ELL No 

No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

SLT, PTA Volunteer, Class Mother 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I served on the SLT of my children's last school for three years and am now serving my first term on 

the SLT in our new school. In my last district I worked closely with the new principal as she made her 

transition into a very underserved school. I watched her turn the school around in only two years 

through a lot of hard work and personal commitment. It was a wonderful learning experience and her 

passion and drive taught me that there is room for change even in the most rigid situations. Our new 

school community has welcomed us with open arms. I love volunteering with our incredible PTA and 

getting to work directly with the staff and administration in our monthly SLT meetings. I will eventually 

have three children at PS 207 and am very committed to bettering an already great school district. I 

look forward to the opportunity to work with the CEC. 

 

Candidate   Shelly Browne 

 DBN:  
  

22K193 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 

Candidate   Scott M. Cabot 

 DBN:  
  

22K222 

22K052 

IEP:  Yes 

No 

ELL No 

No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I am a retired NYC teacher. In that time I have worked with students from a wide variety of 

socioeconomic, educational and cultural backgrounds. I have worked with general education students, 

special education students, students in alternative educational settings and with adult learners. I've had 

training in school programming, educational data, special education and school discipline policies and 

implementation. I am aware of the many challenges facing our schools and those that our children face. 

and worked tirelessly for years trying to ameliorate those problems. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

Although I am a retired teacher I am not beholden to any group, organization or committee. I bring my 

three decades of experience to the table to help to improve the education of our children. I believe that 

all children deserve an opportunity to receive the best possible education, in the best possible 

circumstances and will work to see that becomes a reality for all children. Because I have been a 

teacher and am a parent of school age children I have the seen the school system from a variety of 

perspectives. As a parent it is my job to advocate for my children. As a parent member of the 

Education Council, it is my job to advocate for all the children. I will be an loud, clear and effective 

voice for the parents and children of our city. 
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Candidate   Ashley M Callender 

 DBN:  
  

22K194 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I would like to become more involved in my child's school and help children within this school district. 

 

Candidate   Trina Caver 

 DBN:  
  

22k152 IEP:  Yes ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have been an active participant for my sons PA for the past 4 yrs . I always volunteer and participate in 

events, activities and workshops. I have also held a seat on the board of Directors, as Co-Chair for a 

non-profit Soup Kitchen organization for over 10 yrs. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am an advocate for education. Malcolm X,stated, â€œEducation is our passport to the future, for 

tomorrow belongs to the people who prepare for it todayâ€•. I strongly agree with this statement. I was 

a product of the NYC Board of Education from kindergarten -12th grade. I am honored and proud of 

the education I received. Looking back I have an array of experiences many pleasant and some areas I 

noticed room for improvement. Moving forward, Im now a mother and I continue to value, and 

understand the importance of a solid education. This is why I am interested in serving on a Citywide 

Education Council. â€œEducationâ€• occurs inside and outside of the classroom. I actively volunteer at 

my son’s school. I have volunteered and served on the Board of Directors for a soup kitchen in 

Brownsville for over 10 years. Im very active in my son’s Parent Association. Volunteering at events and 

activities (educational and recreational). I am honored to say my 3rd grade son and 1st grade niece, are 

currently attending the same elementary school as I did. It is this honor that continues to drive my 

dedication and participation in ensuring the educational system is solid. Enabling them to gain a 

superior education and enjoyable experience. 

 

Candidate   Kemlye Challenger 

 DBN:  
  

22K278 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 

 

Working together with school and families can only improve the overall success of children in our city 

schools. I myself is a product of District 22 schooling. I went on too receive two degrees from first 

getting my education from New York city schools. I am proud to work and voice initiatives that will 

improve the success of my son and all other children in these city schools. 
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Candidate   Jackie Cody 

 DBN:  
  

22K207 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Successfully experienced in educating potential educators, supervising educators, linking individuals’ 

gifts and talents with apposite vocation, and working with school communities as a team to effect great 

positive change in the lives of individuals and our society at large. Acting Assistant Principal of Pupil 

Personnel Services; Guidance Counselor; PTA Liaison; Teen Outreach Pregnancy Prevention 

Program (TOPPP) Facilitator; Administrative Intern to Superintendent; Crisis Intervention Counselor; 

District Facilitator for New Guidance Counselors; Cheerleading Coach; Editor-In-Chief for the 1st 

High School Articulation Booklet. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

As an active member of CEC, I will be in the position to directly influence and enhance what works, 

and initiate progressive changes that will enhance learning. For example, decreasing class size has been 

an ongoing challenge. Numerous studies show that teacher student ratio must be 1:15 in order for real 

progressive learning to take place. We need to make this a reality. Another example, would be to 

rename the "Gifted and Talented" Program. To insinuate that only a small section of children are "gifted 

and talented" undermines the outcome of education in NYC. All children are gifted and talented, and it 

is our responsibility to help them discover their gifts. I will work with fellow parents, educators, and the 

community, to help make necessary changes to policies so that real school reform can occur; and to 

ensure that the shared-authentic-learning taking place will elicit the gifts, talents, and success of each 

child- our most precious resource. Successful Children = Prosperous Communities. 

 

 

Candidate   Charmaine Corney 

 DBN:  
  

22K193 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I am a passionate and strategic thinker who is devoted to securing the best opportunities for our 

children. I have displayed my commitment during the course of this 2014-2015 school year by 

attending the monthly SLT meetings and actively participating at various Parent Association fundraising 

events. During the course of this last year, I have successfully participated in several Brooklyn-based 

volunteer initiatives: C.A.M.B.A. Junior Board member, mentor and panelist at various Brooklyn 

College Alumni events, and volunteered at various Our Lady of Trust Catholic Academy fundraising 

initiatives. I believe that my career experience leading Global marketing initiatives for Fortune 500 

organizations allow me to deliver results-oriented solutions. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

Parental involvement is a MUST. There is a lot at stake when it comes to our children, their education, 

and their overall future. Because the stakes are high, we as parents must be informed and equipped to 

make decisions that position our children to succeed. I have lived in District 22 for over 30 years and 

benefitted from the great educational programs that were offered in the District schools when I 

attended. I am a committed advocate for our children. 
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Candidate   Dorothy Crawford 

 DBN:  
  

22k152 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Co-founder and Director of The OPIN (Other People In Need) Soup Kitchen Foster Parent for ten 

years 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am a wife, mother and grandmother. I have raised and served as guardian to over 8 children, all of 

whom have went through the NYC Board of Education system (District 22). I have had the pleasure of 

witnessing how the education system has evolved and impacted our children for over 30 years. I still 

continue to be direct part of the NYC education system, via my 3rd grade grandson and 1st grade 

granddaughter of whom I am raising. Education has been and continues to be an important issue for 

my family and me. I am also, the co-founder and Director for a soup kitchen in Brownville Brooklyn, 

which has been operating for over 14 yrs. I believe in our children and the education system 

responsible for educating them. It is for these reason, I am interested in serving on a Citywide 

Education Council. As a parent, and Director of a soup kitchen, I fully understand the frustration and 

constraints of public services. However, as an individual who believes in the youth, our city and the 

ability for improvement. Serving on a Citywide Education Council, will enable me to successfully 

demonstrate my skillsets and team up with other dedicated civilians, looking to ensure our NYC 

education is the best it can be. 

 

Candidate   Amber Decker 

 DBN:  
  

22K217 IEP:  Yes ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

IEP, CSE,CPSE 

Personal 
Statement 

 

Extensive knowledge about the special education process. 

 

Candidate   Gail Glazer 

 DBN:  
  

22K236 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I currently participate in the school's PTA. I am interested in expanding my role in the school 

community and play an active part in being a voice for the children. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am employed as a pharmacist in a community hospital. The welfare of our children is of high 

importance to me. Improvement in education and school involvement, outreach to the community and 

fund raising has been my goal for our school. I would like to have an opportunity to serve on the 

committee and have a say in their future. 
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Candidate   Eileen R. Goldwyn 

 DBN:  
  

22K312 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I am on the board of trustees of Temple Sholom where I serve on various committees including the 

budget and fundraising committee. In addition, I founded and I run the Mommy and Me program for 

toddlers through school-aged children. I was class mom at Natalie's Nursery/Pre-K, where I organized 

parent-involved events and parties. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

The education of our children will define their path in life, and we need to do everything possible to 

ensure that this generation of students are given the tools they need to succeed. My name is Eileen 

Goldwyn. I am a parent, business owner and a member of this community. I own and manage an 

accounting firm. I am on the board of trustees of Temple Sholom, and I serve on various committees 

including the budget committee. I also founded, and I run, the Mommy & Me program. I grew up in 

an academic environment, as many family members are in education. I have learned a lot. I believe I 

have useful input to contribute as a member of the Education Council. Having one child in public 

school, and another one almost there, it is important to me to be an active participant in the education 

system. As a parent, I am hands-on with my involvement in my children’s education beyond 

homework, constantly reviewing skills and encouraging them to challenge themselves. I want to take 

this a step further. I want to be involved in the education process at the district and city levels, and have 

input in the policies and procedures that define the educational process. I want to use my leadership 

experience to help shape the education system. 

 

 

Candidate   Khadija Harmouche 

 DBN:  
  

22K052 

22K052 

IEP:  No 

No 

ELL No 

No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 
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Candidate   Patricia Jolivin 

 DBN:  
  

22k193 

22k381 

IEP:  No 

No 

ELL No 

No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have worked with students from the ages of 9 to 14, mentoring and coaching in both athletics and 

education. My high school students have always been the most challenging. High school students are 

young adults who continuously need to be reminded that they should always plan for the future. In my 

mentoring role, I have taken students on trips to various colleges as well as different organizations. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

The challenges that I have encountered in life have given me the gift of empathy and understanding 

towards others. I have gained great insight from the road I have traveled as a single mother with two 

kids pursuing an education. Just as I see the light of potential in my own children, I see the same light in 

the children of my community who need an example, a role model, and a source of inspiration to push 

them along a path towards achieving their dreams. Some of my most meaningful experiences have 

come from tutoring my children. I have learned to see in all children, what I see in my ownâ€” a wealth 

of intelligence, spirit, and untapped potential. I have made a personal commitment to guide our youth 

in embracing the challenges of life and to assist them in meeting their goals for a better future. For 

years, I have longed to use my talents and experience to make a positive influence in the lives of young 

people in New York City. To experience the rewards of creating change in students’ lives would be to 

fill a void within me. Clearly, the goal of public education is to develop people who can make 

meaningful contributions to the society or world. 

 

Candidate   Irene Kalishman 

 DBN:  
  

22K207 

22K207 

IEP:  No 

No 

ELL No 

No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I attend Parent Teacher conferences and involved in local bake and holiday sales. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am a parent with two children and want to be involved in their education. It is important for me to 

stay involved and encourage my children to do their best. 

 

Candidate   Shahid Khan 

 DBN:  
  

22K217 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 
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Candidate   Galen Ko 

 DBN:  
  

22K206 

22K206 

IEP:  No 

No 

ELL No 

No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Co-President of PS 206 for the past 2 years. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

It's simple. I just want to help however I can. Not just my kids, but every kid in District 22. 

 

 

Candidate   Hajrije Koci 

 DBN:  
  

22K234 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I hope being on the CEC will allow me to better evaluate what happens to our children and their 

schools and how we, as parents, can help implement changes for the better. 

 

Candidate   Alfreda Kulah-Samuel 

 DBN:  
  

22K197 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I believe that the world benefits from a community that is educated, diverse, and multi-faceted. I feel 

fortunate that my daughter is a member of a school community that is global and multi-racial. In our 

search for schools, we were disheartened that many private schools offerings were lacking in this critical 

area. She is enriched daily by the varied backgrounds of her schoolmates as well as reciprocating with 

her own rich heritage. Her curriculum is interesting and stimulating. As a parent, I am inspired by her 

education plan and encouraged to be involved in the dialogues and processes that shape New York 

City’s public school system. 
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Candidate   Cherie Ann Lang 

 DBN:  
  

22K277 

21K690 

IEP:  No 

Yes 

ELL No 

No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

PARENTS' ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT FOR THREE YEARS AND ACTIVE PARENT 

MEMBER FOR 8 YEARS ACTIVE VOLUNTEER IN COMMUNITY EVENTS. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I FEEL I AM A STRONG CANDIDATE FOR THE CEC AS I HAVE A PASSION FOR 

HELPING OUR STUDENTS. ESPECIALLY THOSE WHO ARE NOT WELL 

REPRESENTED. I FIND IT EXTREMELY IMPORTANT FOR PARENTS TO BE INVOLVED 

WITH THE SCHOOL AND DOE. I AM ALSO OF THE MIND SET THAT IF IT NEEDS TO 

GET DONE, I WILL FIND A WAY TO MAKE IT HAPPEN. 

 

Candidate   Frantz Lundy 

 DBN:  
  

22K312 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

For the 12 years, I've been dedicated to the education and empowerment of families of children with 

disability. During that time, I've also provided mentorship and training for many aspiring teachers. 

During my years providing special education services, I've been able to improve the lives of over 50 

families, worked closely with general education while increasing their knowledge and effectiveness when 

teaching students with disabilities. i continue to assist and advocate for these families until this day 

because i made it my life's mission to help each child I come in contact with, reach his/her full 

potential. Serving on this council will give me the opportunity to improve the lives of students on a 

much larger scale, utilizing my experience and dedication to the education of students in NYC. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 

Candidate   Melvina Manuel 

 DBN:  
  

22K207 

22K535 

IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I am a current member of the CEC 22 Council. I am an active member of the PA for Leon M 

Goldstein HS and for PTA PS 207. I belong to the SLT team for my daughter's school. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

As a public service worker for almost 20 years, I am committed to being the voice for those parents 

who are not able to advocate for themselves. As a member of the District 22 CEC for the last two years 

I have enjoyed getting to know the students and administrative staff of District 22. I am an active 

member of the PTA for both of my children's schools. I have served as the liaison for the council to the 

School Leadership Team. I have worked with and conducted outreach with the Brooklyn Borough 

Presidents office, YAI, Mayors Office for People With Disabilities, ICL, Heartshare and various other 

organizations that assist parents of children with disabilities. I am an executive board member of the 

Mae's Breathe Lung Cancer Foundation and have used this platform to spread public awareness about 

lung cancer. Working with the parents of District 22 has been a rewarding experience and I hope I can 

continue to serve the district and assist families as much as possible. 
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Candidate   Barbara-Jean E Mathis 

 DBN:  
  

18K135 

22K381 

IEP:  Yes 

No 

ELL No 

No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Have participated on PTA and numerous school activities for many years, holding offices of vice-

president and secretary. Responsible for starting the Parent funded PTA After School program at 

PS235 many, many years ago. Currently a parent volunteer on ELA curriculum committee and event 

planning committee at PS135, and the PA of IS381. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

It has always been my position to be an active advocate for the education of my children and all 

children, because a rock solid education is the primary key to success in any future endeavor. I have 

many years of experience dealing with school policies and administration, and have obtained much 

knowledge. Now i am prepared to venture further, by serving in a position where my voice and actions 

will surely have a stronger impact on the welfare of all children in New York City Schools. I will 

represent my school districts with a conviction that stems from not only what our children need, but 

also from what our parents want. 

 

Candidate   Sandra Mejia 

 DBN:  
  

22K206 IEP:  No ELL Yes 

Applicant 
Background  

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNER ,,GENERAL EDUCATION 

Personal 
Statement 

 

IM VERY MUCH OUT SPOKING ,OPINIONATID,OBSERVANT,GOOD LISTENER. 
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Candidate   Vincent J Nemorin 

 DBN:  
  

22K193 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Since my son's arrival to Public School 193 in September of 2013, I have been an active member of the 

Parents' Association. I am also serving my second term as a School Leadership Team member of The 

Gil Hodges School (P.S. 193). For the academic school year of 2014 to 2015 I collaborated with Mrs. 

Betty Rodriguez as Co-Treasury of the Parents' Association in an effort to greatly increase the monetary 

reserves of the Parents' Association and as of February the twenty-eighth, our treasury had an excess of 

fifty thousand dollars, money that will be utilized to bring back to students of P.S. 193 many of the 

enrichment activities that were removed. The dramatic increase in our monetary reserve was due to a 

necessary aggressive campaign to increase the number of parent volunteer for our bi-annual Scholastic 

Book Fair, quarterly bake sales and direct donation requests. However, my most rewarding 

achievement at P.S. 193 has been the fact that I have branded P.S. 193 as the place for parents, for 

whom English is a second language, to receive help; the Parents' Association has had several New York 

City ID card application drive in order to assist parents in obtaining an appointment date for the NYC 

ID application review. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

Education has always been paramount within my family and my wife's. As first generation immigrants to 

the United States, we quickly ecognized that the avenue to our success within the United States was a 

strong educational background. We are determined to assure that every child is provided the 

opportunities to achieve academic success, not just our child. Me and my wife have always been strong 

advocates of educational, recreational and computer enrichment programs for all children within the 

New York City Department of Education; to ensure access to these enrichments, we have donated our 

time and money quite generously to our school. 

 

Candidate   Godwin Ngadi 

 DBN:  
  

22k236 IEP:  Yes ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Served NYC Board of Education in the past as substitute teacher. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

This position will provide me with opportunity to further advocate for all our children enrolled in our 

public schools. 
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Candidate   Jennifer Pazmino 

 DBN:  
  

22K278 IEP:  Yes ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

My son is in the ASD Nest Program so I am familiar with both General and Special Ed programs. I 

have been a parent volunteer for over 6 years. I have been both a PA Executive Board Member as well 

as Chairperson of an SLT. I was also a Book Fair Chairperson. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

My son is in the ASD Nest Program so I am familiar with both General and Special Ed programs. I 

have been a parent volunteer for over 6 years. I have been both a PA Executive Board Member as well 

as Chairperson of an SLT. I was also a Book Fair Chairperson. Now that my son attends a school in 

our home district I feel that I need to be on the council. 

 

 

Candidate   Villard Richmond 

 DBN:  
  

22K217 IEP:  Yes ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Hi, I have two daughters. One is in the general education student and the other is in a special education 

settings.There are times when parents of kids with an I.E.P feels like their kids needs are not being 

meet and there rights are ignored. There are also times when parents believe that decisions were made 

prior to their child's I.E.P meeting and not in th best interest of their child. I have had parents came to 

me who simply didn't understand the whole process about an I.E.P. And didn't know what to do. As a 

parent with a child that has an I.E.P, I felt obligated to help as many people that I can. In doing so, I 

myself learnt a lot. When the school was correct I agreed. Sometimes the school is not always correct. 

As a result, in many cases I disagreed,until there were common grounds that benefitted the child. I 

believe I can make a difference on the community board for special education. I searved on my 

school's SLT team for two of the five years that my daughters attended. I have seen first hand the ups 

and downs of the system and where changes need to be made from a parent's point of view. In order 

for our kids to be successful in school we must first fix a system that is broken, and iI believe I know 

where we can start. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 

 

Candidate   David Roche 

 DBN:  
  

22K217 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I strongly believe in quality public education and now that my daughter is in kindergarten, I really want 

to better understand the school system and help make it as effective as possible. Due to my work as a 

trial lawyer, I am an effective communicator and believe I have a strong ability to analyze information 

quickly and to identify what is important. I also work very well in group and committee situations. 
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Candidate   Linda M. Rolon 

 DBN:  
  

22K052 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Chairperson, SLT Career Day 

Personal 
Statement 

 

My interest in the Community Education Council is to have a better understanding of the Department 

of Education and how our community works. As a parent, art professional and caring person within my 

community, being on the board of the CEC will create an understanding of the history of District 22 

and will inspire ideas on how to make it better. I believe in community and team work and hope to 

help make a difference by listening and contributing to the ideas and notions that make our community 

great. 

 

Candidate   Elizabeth Ruiz 

 DBN:  
  

22K194 IEP:  Yes ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I WORKED FOR A SHORT PERIOD OF TIME WITH AUTISTIC CHILDREN RANGING 

FROM AGES 2-4. I ALSO HAVE PROVIDED HOMEWORK HELP & TUTORING FOR 

SPECIAL ED KIDS. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

IF AT FIRST YOU DON'T SUCCEED, TRY, TRY AGAIN! GOD FIRST & ALL THINGS 

FOLLOW. REACH FOR THE SKY! 

 

Candidate   Matthew Septimus 

 DBN:  
  

21K239 

22K217 

IEP:  No 

No 

ELL No 

No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have been on PS217's SLT for the past five years. I have been a PA treasurer for PS217. I am a 

founding member and current treasurer of the Friends of 217, a fundraising organization for the school, 

I helped create the school website, http://ps217brooklyn.org and continue to be it's coordinator. I am a 

professional photographer and have taught photography outreach to many diverse and underserved 

communities throughout NYC. 

Personal 
Statement 
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Candidate   Gary Shereshevsky 

 DBN:  
  

22K195 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I am a doctoral level professional and have expertise in assessment of the needs of school-aged children 

of various developmental levels and learning abilities. My work with children and parents in the 

assessment and intervention has had the goals of obtaining the services under the Individualized 

Education Plans, facilitating school adjustment, and, very importantly - improving developmental, 

learning, social and academic outcomes. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am a doctoral level professional and have expertise in assessment of the needs of school-aged children 

of various developmental levels and learning abilities. I will apply this expertise to optimizing and 

improving school environment with the goals of fostering children's cognitive, social, emotional and 

academic development. My work with children and parents in the assessment and intervention has had 

the goals of obtaining the services under the Individualized Education Plans, facilitating school 

adjustment, and, very importantly - improving developmental, learning, social and academic outcomes. 

 

Candidate   Fritz Viltin 

 DBN:  
  

22K193 

22K193 

IEP:  No 

No 

ELL No 

No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 

Candidate   Betty Voltaire 

 DBN:  
  

22K193 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I was part of the Parent Association at Hyde Leadeship Charter School; I was part of the Parent 

Association and an active parent at PS 193 and I am currently a Social Worker/Family Therapist 

working Brooklyn wide with a variety of parents, families and school staff. My background is diverse 

and I have a passion for combining the worlds of education and social work. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

My days in elementary school and junior high hold a special place in my heart. This is because I had a 

love for learning and a father who believed in me. All of our children deserve this feeling and they 

deserve to have adults in their lives who believe in them. While I am the parent of a child who recently 

left the public school system, I am also a social worker working with families throughout the Brooklyn 

area. As a parent, I know what I want for my child; as a social worker, I know what parents want for 

their children and we all want the same thing: to ensure our children's success. Today, our city's 

children sit in overcrowded classrooms, vying for the attention of hardworking teachers who struggle to 

meet the needs of the various learners in their classrooms. The Common Core isn't a public school 

thing or a district thing, it's a citywide issue that all parents should be invested in learning about more to 

best serve their child--no matter what school they attend. The truth is, I don't just want what is best for 

my child---I want what is best for every child. Our children are our future and coming together to 

educate and advocate for them is the best way to ensure a healthy future for them. 
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Candidate   Andrew A. Walker 

 DBN:  
  

22K326 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I am a parent who is relatively active with the school my child attends. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I wish to have an positive impact in the my child's educational life. And If some of the choices, ideas 

and knowledge I have and will learn can benefit other children this will be the greatest forum for me to 

share my input. 

 

Candidate   Rhonda Watson-Greene 

 DBN:  
  

22K251 

22K251 

IEP:  Yes 

Yes 

ELL No 

No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

PTA Vice President 2014-present PTA President 2013-2014 CERT Member Learning Leader School 

Leadership Team 

Personal 
Statement 

 

Greetings, my name is Rhonda Watson-Greene. I am applying for a position on the CCEC because I 

would like to make a difference in the lives of children and the way they are learning. My goal is to 

work with others to implement different programs that will make all of our children academically 

successful. As a mother of 3, a 20 year old son and twin girls who are 7 years old, I see the difference in 

how they are taught and how it impacts their learning. When my son was in the 2nd grade the lessons 

were more in depth; now 13 years later, my daughters begin a lesson on Monday, and are only given 

about a week to learn it. I have discussed this with many other parents and they have shared their 

concerned with me about this issue. This is something I would like see changed in our school system. 

My educational background consist of a Bachelors in Business Administration and a Masters in Public 

Administration. I will be returning to school this summer to achieve a double Masters in Education and 

Theology. I hope that I would be given the opportunity to bring about change to help our children 

become the best students they can be. 

 

Candidate   Natasha Wong 

 DBN:  
  

22K217 IEP:  Yes ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I've worked with children who live with autism. I've helped raised funds for my child's preschool and 

have participated in workshops at my child's current school. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

NYC parents of children with special needs are some of the most effective advocates I've ever seen. 

While not intentional, trying to navigate the Committee for Special Education can be daunting. A less 

complicated application process is needed. I am a true believer in advocacy. If elected, I will use all the 

skills I've gained advocating for my child to advocate for your children. 

 



 

            

2015 NYC Education Council Elections 

Candidate Profiles for 

Community Education Council 22 

Visit NYCParentLeaders.org Page 16 of 16 

Candidate   Farina Zafar 

 DBN:  
  

22K206 IEP:  No 

 

ELL Yes 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 

 


